ANTI-VACCINATION LEAGUE: CHANGED TO <SPAN ...
"I)'gesHarﬁord Courant (1887-1922); Nov 8, 1902; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Hartford Courant

ANTI-VACCINATION LEAGUE.

Changed to Antl-Compulsory Vaccle
nntlon—~Bitort {n Repeal Lavwa,

The Conngctleut  Anti-Vaccination
Lenague, ut a meoting held yosterday in
the Hotal Hartford, declded to reorgan-
ize an the C feut Antl-Comj! 24
Vaccinatlon League. Tho following
declaratlon of principles was adoptad:—

Belteving that compulsory vrceination
Is contrary to the inherent and veated
rights possensed by cvery human being,
and that any law whioh confifets with,
or nbrugutes those rights, tn subversive
of the lluertigs of the pcople na gunr-
anteed under the constitution of the
Unltad Etates:

Therntore, we, the undersigned, aaso.
clate ourgelves together for the purposo
of opporing by every just and proper
means, the enactment of any law or
Inws, requiring any person, of any nge,
to subnilt hlg or her person to the up-
erntion o1 vacclhatlon or innoculation
under fny conaiderations or clreums-
atances whatever, unlesa by thelr own
tree will or choice; hereby pledging cur-
sclves to use cvory effort within our
power to cause the repeal of any law or
laws, naw upon the statutea of Cun-
necticut, which compels any person or
persons (0 be vaccinated without the
consent of hlmnsell or herself, or his or
her parents, or legal guardian.

‘Those present included Dr. 8. B. Munn
of Waterbury, Lr. E. M, Ripley of
Unlonvtite, L. W. Andersen of Water-
bury, F. K, Perry of Naugntuck, H. I’
Richards of Néw Britain, Henry Blaacil,
Rev, A, J. Culver and Rev. C. 8. Rullock
ol(t Strattord and . P, BMiller of this
city.

The minrning session was devoted tn a
Reneral Ulscusnion on the aims, purposen
and proapects of the leakue, In which
Dr. Munn, L, W, Andersen, Rev. C. 8.
Bullock, H. P. Richards and’others taok
ggrl. Mr. Bullock said that there akould

a Cetermined atiempt nude to ret
the tncoming Genernl Assembdly 1o re-
peal the compulsory vaceination lnw.
He said that his town had taken action
against  compnisory vaccinatlon of
school children. Frank Dlakeman, rep-
resentutive from Stratford, was elected
on an anti-vaccination Issue. Dr. Munn
snid thut If the doctors could bhe In-
oculated with some micrubes of good
common aense, much good would result
to the community therefrom, Dr. Munn
clted many cames of dlsease which he
snld had been caused by vacelniilon
with pure bovine virua,

After consfderable discusxion it was
declded to change the name of the
leagus 13 the Antl-Compulsory Vaccina-
tion Lengue, it being the sense of the
mceeting that there were a great many
peaple who were not opposed to vic-
cinatlon but bellcved that a man should
have the right to declde whether he or
his childien should he vacclnated. A
temporary  organizatlon was formed
with Dr, Munn as presldent and Mr,
Anderaon as accretary, ‘Then o pern:a.
nent Jrganizatlon wan formed with the
followliny officers:—

President—Dr. 8. B.- Munn, Water-

Lury.,

Vico:Rresident—Dr. E. M. Ripley,
Unionville.

. Secrotary—Rev. C. 8. Bullock, Strat-
tord. .

Corresponding Secretary and Treus-
urer—I,. W, Anderaen, Waterbury.

Execcutive Committee—The officera
and one member trom each local league
in the sinte.

Dr, Munn agreed to hold the r_aosltlou
of president until the league had be-
come sauch larger angd sald that he wvas
a fighter s well as & worker and pro-
posed to continue fghting untll vac-
cination ceased to become compulsury.
*'That 5, {f T live as long."”

The executive commitiee was author-
1zed to compile a conatitution and Ly-
taws for the league, and-to-expend
money ip mnking the tnembers of the
General Assembly acquainted with the
purposes af the league through the
medium of literature. The annual mem.
berahlp fce was fixed at 60 centa. The
executive committee was nlso author-
Ized to jseuc blank petitions for signa-
ture rcquesting the General Assomtly
to repeal all Inws requiring compuisory
vaceination, The executive committee
will eall a meeting of the leaguc in this
clty duting the session of the General
Assembly, when the constitution and
by-laws will be submitted for adoptlon.

Rev. 7. Seymour Bullock, who tuce
ceeds ‘Thomas Greenwood of Waterbury
as secretary of the league, Is pustar of
the Nelghborhood Church of Stratfcrd.
He pushed the subject of antt-vaccina-,
tion In the town of Stratford so vigor-
ously that In town mecting the voters
decided to instruct the school commit-
tec, of which he is a momber, thut vac-
cination be not required as a condition
of entrance in the publle schaolm of the
town. He sald to “The Courant” 1e-
porter after the meeting that directors
had no more right to demand vaccina-
tion than the preachers had to demand
baptiam, Of the two, the baptiam would
do the grenter good, If augmented by
sonp. L. W. Anderaen of Watorhury,:
the correeponding sccrctary and trens-.
urer of the teague, s president of the!
Waterbury Sclentitic Soclety. '

Mr. Andersen reported that he bad|
heen in correspondence with atnte
leaguas In New TYork, Massnchusetts,
Rhode Island and Indiana and with the
British  Anti-Vaccination Leagite of
Londan. ‘The law of Great Britnin has
heen madified so that If a man declares
that he has consclentious objections to,
vaccination he is not compelled to be
vacelnated.
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